
India's Modern Architectural Wonders 
The country's forthcoming wave of slick contemporary architecture is a potent symbol of its rocketing economy 
 
http://www.businessweek.com/inno ... 972.htm?chan=search 
 
India's rise as a 21st century global economic force is mirrored in a new building boom of corporate campuses, shopping malls, movie studios, and skyscrapers, 
many of which reflect a growing trend of sustainable architecture. Just as the classic Indian wonders of the world "from the elegant Taj Mahal to the spectacular 
temples at Khajurahoï"evoke a characteristically South Asian style, India's newest wonders distinguish themselves from other nations' contemporary building 
types. 
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Swaminarayan Akshardham 
(an imposing cultural monument on the banks of the Yamuna in New Delhi) 
 
The monument is built on a 100-acre complex that showcases Indian art, culture and values. It combines traditional stone art and architecture, Indian culture and 
civilization, ancient values and wisdom and the best of modern technology. 
 
The main monument is a marvel in pink sandstone and white marble that is 141 feet high, 316 feet wide and 370 feet long. Designed and sculpted entirely 



according to the ancient Indian sthapati shastras (ancient architectural practices), it is built to last thousands of years, profusely carved with 234 ornate pillars, over 
20,000 murtis (idols) of deities and rishis, and delicate statues and statuettes, decorative arches and layers of sculpted Indian flora and fauna, reviving authentic 
Hindu carvings. The monument rises on the shoulders of 148 huge stone elephants, depicting ancient tales from the Purans and Panchtantra. And like a necklace, 
a double-storied parikrama (verandah) of red sandstone encircles the monument, with over 155 samrans (pyramidal roof) and 1,160 pillars. 
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I just like this picture: 
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Indian Contributions to American and Global Progress 


